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The Control of Industry

I

Labourers (i. e. those appointed to enforce the Statute
of Labourers), to punish all who sold it too high. The
local authorities, civic and manorial, took constant
measures to prevent the artificial enhancement of what
we may call raw food stuffs, corn, fish, and meat, the

' regrater and forestaller ',
that is to say, the middle-
man, who intercepted sup-
plies before they reached
the market and forced
prices up for his own sole
benefit, being universally
regarded as a miscreant.1
The economists of that
period had not grasped
the fact that th(e clever-
ness shown in buying an
article cheap and selling
the same thing, ^without
any further expenditure
of labour, dear, if done
on a sufficiently large
scale, constitutes a claim to the honour of knight-
hood or a peerage. In the case of manufactured food
stuffs, such as bread and ale, the price was auto-
matically fixed by the price of the raw material, and
in general prices of manufactures were regulated by
the cost of the materials. Even in the case of such
artistic work as the making of waxen images, it was
considered scandalous that the makers should charge
as much as zs. the pound for images when wax was
1 e.g. Riley, Mems. of London, 255.
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